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The site and its situation

Gedling House Woods and Meadowland is situated on the north-eastern boundary of the Nottingham conurbation and about 5 miles from the city centre The site lies just above the flood plain of the river Trent and is about a mile from the river itself.

The total site measures 10.6 hectares and comprises old woodland which has naturally regenerated after being felled and cleared in the early 1950s. Adjacent to the woodland and on its south-eastern side is the area of old and unimproved meadowland. Ridge and Furrow markings suggest field working in the Middle Ages.

Map evidence seems to suggest that the boundaries have been virtually unchanged during the last two centuries. The northern, western and eastern boundaries can be found on a map of 1796.

The site slopes from north to south making it sheltered and warm. The woodland protects the meadow from prevailing westerly winds and provides further shelter in the lee of the wood. The meadow is prominent from the A612 Nottingham Lowdham Road and is open to public access. The Wood is a Local Nature Reserve.

The Meadow has a long history of being grazed by sheep and horses. Recent over-grazing has deteriorated the meadow grasses but this has now been addressed and two years of growing and mowing has led to a recovery. The field is now in better condition and as it has not been treated with chemical fertilisers, is in its traditional state.

In the early 1950s, the wooded area, which was mostly beech, was felled for timber, but the planned replanting did not take place. Regeneration has been by the colonisation of the area with a mixture of several common species. The result has been an area of overpopulated woodland, which needs thinning and replanting. There is a high canopy but in the springtime there are some areas of English Bluebell and Wood Anemone.

The woodland was granted Local Nature Reserve status 7 years ago and the site is designated as a protected open space on the local plan.

Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust prepared a five-year plan to maintain and improve the woodland. The site is in its third year of the agreement of the plan and the woodland has already been opened up with the installation of new stiles, which allow wider public access. A good deal of work has been done to clear and improve the meadowland and thinning has begun in the woods. New hedges have been planted along the boundaries and across the meadow. Fencing and protection for the new hedges have also been put into place.

There is now a flock of Hebridean sheep grazing in the meadow.

History of the site

The site was once part of the great Forest of Sherwood and probably designated as an area known as the Thorneywood Chase.

Gedling Manor or Gedling Lodge, as it is sometimes known, was a hunting lodge, which was visited by Kings of England who enjoyed the hunt. It is just a few metres away from the Gedling House Woods.

The area is just above the flood plain and would have witnessed invaders such as the Romans, Vikings and Saxons.

Gedling, or Chellinge, as it is known in the Doomsday Book, was a small Saxon village until the Normans arrived. There were then hundreds of years for the villagers to farm and tend their land as the ridge and furrow marks throughout Gedling, and in this area in particular, show us.

The Enclosure award of 1796 made significant changes to the village and the role of the church was important. Gedling was a village of up to 400 inhabitants until industry such as coalmining and railways caused a population explosion in the early decades of the 20th century. The rural Gedling now seemed to have changed forever. This is why this site of meadow and natural woodland is a vital preservation area in the history of this part of Nottinghamshire.

Areas for Study

Literacy

· Speaking and Listening. A tour and explanation of the site is available on request. This is free of charge and is bookable by contacting Mr D.A. Richards (Telephone 0115-9878735) This will be an opportunity for the children to listen to the story of the site and to question and talk.

· Recount Writing. The opportunity to describe the experience of the visit.

· Instruction Writing. Details of how to get to the site. On one visit some children picked blackberries, made a crumble and wrote instructions on how to do this. 

· Persuasive writing. An account of why other people might find a visit to the site a worthwhile experience.

· Poetry. Children could write their own poetry about the site and about the seasons.

· Acrostics.

· Letter Writing. A letter of thanks for the leader of the visit.  

· Recipes. Imaginative for what makes a particular season special.

Mathematics

· Leaf Tessellations.
· Measurement and estimation of distances.
· Calculations of heights of trees.
· Areas.
Science and natural history

· Construct a data base for birds, trees, butterflies, mammals and flora.

· The story of a meadow.

· Use of wood today and through the ages.

· The development of observational skills.

· Examine the site for the changes, which take place throughout the four seasons.

· Seed dispersal.

· An examination of the food chain : looking at the food chain between birds and throughout the various inhabitants of the site.

· Use of habitats.

· The effects of weather on the site.

Art

· Leaf prints.

· Spore prints.

· Stencils of fruit shapes.

· Sketching.

· Observation and recording of the colours of the seasons.

· Examination of the various ways in which artists approach a painting of the site e.g.  Monet; Constable.

Geography/History

· Examination of soil samples.

· The site allows a good view of the Trent Valley and the geological development of the area can be seen.

· There is a good opportunity to see and investigate the River Trent.

· The History of Sherwood Forest and the Thorneywood Chase. The grave of the last Keeper of the Thorneywood Chase can be seen in Gedling Churchyard.

· The use of wood for houses, ships and fuel.

· Pollarding and coppicing.

· The Management of the woodland.

· The story of the Medieval ploughman  22 yards for a chain—10 chains for a furlong(furrow long).

· The examination of ridge and furrow plough marks.

· Mapping   --  a comparison of two maps of the site (see appendices). 

· Use of contours and symbols on maps.

Further areas of study

· Conservation.  The debate for the need for conservation.

· Debate for saving the woods and the meadow.

· Environmental issues both here and in other places.

· The need for the investigation into our heritage. 
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Appendices

· Find Gedling House Woods

· Map of the present site

· The site on the Enclosure Award map 1796

· Plants recorded on site – woodland

· Trees and shrubs recorded on site- woodland

· Plants recorded on site – meadowland

· Trees and shrubs recorded on site-meadowland

· Birds recorded on both sites

· Mammals recorded on both sites

· Reptiles recorded on both sites

· Butterflies and moths recorded on both sites

· Access to site and Health and safety information for group leaders

· Site visit report forms

D.A.Richards.   December 2004

The committee of FGHW acknowledges and is grateful for funding it receives from DEFRA which helps to support Educational access to Gedling House Woods and Meadow. 

